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Scoops and more Scoops 

Norm Olsen called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Due to the snow storm the previous week 
the meeting was delayed a week to the Second Tuesday of October. 

We had no guests –a rare occurrence. 

Greg Dahl informed the members that our insurance policy has been renewed.  Members can 
piggy back on the policy for their own shop for only $20 a year.  This gives them $2 million 
liability coverage for selling at shows and $10,000 equipment coverage for their shop.  If they 
are teaching in their shop they can get liability coverage for $50 a year.  See Greg or Steve 
Olson to sign up and for further details. 

Kai talked about the Festival of Crafts that we will be participating in.  The show is November 1-
4 at the BMO Centre.  We need spin tops to sell.  Norm is making a new sign for the booth.  
Parking will be reimbursed for volunteers but added to the cost of the booth (will be paid for 
through the commission charged for items sold at the show).  To get your pass to get into the 
show go to the information booth. They have a list of who will be manning the booth when. 

Greg Dahl announced that he would be doing the raffle and 50/50 draw that night as Dave 
Beeman could not make it to the meeting. 

Terry Golbeck talked about the upcoming Black Forest Wood Expo which would be held 
October 19-21.  A sheet was passed around for volunteers to demo during the expo.  It is Black 
Forest Wood Company’s 25th anniversary. 

Terry Golbeck informed the guild that Black Forest would be ordering a number of turning 
smocks.  Any guild member who wishes to purchase a smock with the guild logo on it can tag 
onto Black Forest’s order.  The cost will be determined once Terry knows how many people 
would be interested in ordering a turning smock.  See Terry for more information and to put 
your name down if you are interested.  No commitment until the final price is known and you 
agree to it. 

Norm Olsen informed the guild that he had been contacted by Beads of Courage to see if we 
would make Beads of Courage our charity of choice.  Beads of Courage already gets bowls from 
us.  After much discussion it was decided that this topic would be revisited at the November 
meeting after we know how the Festival of Crafts worked for us.   

Dwayne Simms informed the guild that guild members have donated $4,500 work of product so 
far this year to various charities through Dwayne’s programs. 

It was announced that the October Sawdust session would take place on October 27th  at the 
Calgary Drop-In Woodwork Shop (5513 3rd Street SE).   
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Graham Dolby informed the guild he is desperate for pieces to put into our display cabinets at 
Lee Valley Tools,  Canadian Woodworker, KMS Tools and Busy Bee Tools.  Currently he only has 
enough pieces for two of the four cabinets. 

Volunteers needed:  please sign up and volunteer for the following two positions:  

 Newsletter  Sawdust Session Co-ordinator 

 

Scoops, Scoops and More Scoops by Graham Dolby 

There are two basic types of scoops that can be turned on a lathe.  The Wine Glass type of 
scoop, and the Lollipop or Spoon type of scoop. 

To make a wine class type of scoop turn a wine glass shape, and then cut 
part of the side away leaving the scoop.  

To make a lollipop type of scoop first turn a sphere on 
the end of a shaft.  Cut the sphere and shaft in half and then hollow out the 
sphere.  

Graham then demonstrated how he makes his lollipop scoops.  He started with a piece of wood 
mounted between centers.  He roughed the piece of wood round and mounted the piece in a 
chuck. 

To cut the sphere he started out with a bowl gouge and explained that you could do it that way.  
Takes some time and practice to get everything even.  Graham has discovered/invented an 
easier quicker way.  He mounted a bi-metal hole saw on a handle (center drill bit removed) and 
used that to rough out the sphere.  He was done in seconds!  Then he took a second high speed 
steel hole saw that had ground the teeth off, and used it to finish cutting and smoothing the 
sphere. 

 

For cutting the sphere and handle in half, Graham uses two different methods. 

1.  Glue two pieces of wood together with paper between them (a paper glue joint).  
After turning, split the glue joint 
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2. Cut in half on a band saw (best to make a jig to make sure your fingers are safely 
away from the blade 

A Third option is to leave the sphere and handle in one piece and just cut of the top of the 
sphere and hollow (only yields one scoop per sphere. 

To hold the sphere for hollowing, you can take your chuck and remove 
one set of jaws.  Have the handle stick out where the one jaw has 
been removed and hold the sphere with the other three jaws.   

 

Another method is to make your own home made chuck, or use a donut 
chuck. 

 

--- BREAK --- 

After the break Graham demonstrated how he hollows out the sphere.  First he drilled a depth 
hole at the drill press. 

Graham has a block of wood attached to the table on his drill press.  Into this block of wood he 
drills a hole with a 1 inch forstner bit to create a recess for the sphere to sit into.  He then puts 
a twist drill into the drill chuck and sets the drill depth to be equal to the top of the hole in the 
block of wood.  He uses a piece of Formica laid across the hole to help set the depth.  Then with 
the sphere sitting in the forstner bit hole (which will center the sphere under the bit if nothing 
has moved) he drills the depth hole. 

To hollow the sphere Graham uses a bowl gouge, a carbide tool, or a scraper.  First use a pencil 
to make the outside edge of the scoop, and then use a scraper to define the edge.  Once the 
edge has been defined you can use a bowl gouge resting the bevel on the edge and scoop out 
the inside to the depth already defined by the depth hole.  Hollowing is done at a slow speed 
(500 RPM) because everything is so out of balance.  Once hollowed, finish sanding and put a 
finish on it (if you wish) and you’re done. 

___________________________ 

Greg Dahl did the raffle with help and the 50/50 draw.  Several pieces of wood found new 
homes, and Roland Oslanski won $50.00 in the 50/50 draw. 
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About the Guild: 

GUILD PURPOSE: To promote the art and craft of Woodturning in a way that expands the knowledge, 
safe practice, and enjoyment of woodturning, thereby benefitting both members and also the 
community. 

FOR THE MEMBERS: 

 To provide all members with a method of regularly exchanging ideas and experience in 
woodturning 

 To promote safety in woodturning 

 To benefit from group size in acquiring published resources and materials 

FOR THE COMMUNITY: 

 To bring an awareness of woodturning to the general public 

 To provide charitable benefits to the community 

MEMBERSHIP DUES:  $30.00 per calendar year (includes newsletter delivered via email)  

 

MEETING LOCATION, TIME,  AND MAILING ADDRESS:  The guild meets 

on the first Tuesday each month (except July and August) at 7:00 PM at 

Black Forest Wood Co. Bay 7, 603 – 77 Avenue SE, Calgary, AB, t2h 2b9.  

Visitors are welcome 

SAWDUST SESSIONS:  Sawdust sessions are hold at the Calgary Drop-In Woodwork Shop (5513 3 Street 

SE).  Come turn and talk wood with your fellow guild 

members, learn or try something new.  There are always 

people available to answer questions and give help, and 

lathes to turn project on.  Visitors are always welcome, and 

lunch is available for $5.00 for those who work up an appetite and want to stay.  

CLUB OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS: 

President  Norm Olsen Charitable Co-ordinator Dwayne Sims 

Vice President Garry Goddard Librarian Carl Smith 

Treasurer Steve Olson Membership Records Carl Smith 

Secretary Doug Drury Newsletter Doug Drury 

Director – Website Admin. Sherry Willets Photographer Vacant 

Director – Program Manager Terry Golbeck Public Displays Graham Dolby 

Director – Sawdust Sessions Ken Kindjerski Public Sales Kai Muenzer 

Director – Sawdust Sessions Albert Daniels Raffles Dave Beeman 

  School Liaison Vacant 

  Members at large Jim Leslie 

   Vern Steinbrecker 


